
       
            

                          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bridge 

 
This Month’s SAME Meeting 9 September 2008 

 
Topic: Mission to Nicaragua 
Presented by: Rodney Holbert  

  
 
September Meeting 
Topic:  Mission to Nicaragua (2007 and 2008) 
Speakers:  Rodney Holbert  
Date: Tuesday September 9, 2008 
Time:  1130 to 1300 
Location:  Cabell County Main Library, 455 9th St., Huntington, WV  
Cost:  $5.00 students $7.00 members and $8.00 non-members 
RSVP:  Mike Fitzwater at: gary.m.fitzwater@usace.army.mil 
             Office (304) 399-5933 
Menu:  Pork chops, salad, mashed potatoes, green beans,  

  dessert, drinks. 
 
 
 
MONTHLY POST MEETING SCHEDULE 
October 14, 2008 – Monthly Meeting 
November 12, 2008 – Monthly Meeting (Wednesday) 
December 9, 2008 – Monthly Meeting 
 
Don’t forget to ask Dave Meadows for a PDH certificate if you need one. 
david.f.meadows@usace.army.mil 
 
 

 

 
 
 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 
 

AMEC 
ARCADIS 
Barr & Prevost 
Bergmann Associates 
Bio-Chem Testing Inc. 
Black & Veatch Special Projects Corp. 
Buchart-Horn Inc. 
Burgess & Niple 
DLZ National Inc. 
E. L. Robinson Engineering Co. 
Eastham & Associates 
EMH&T Engineers 
Erdman Anthony & Associates 
FMSM Engineers 
GAI Consultants Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Inc. 
GeoSyntec Consultants 
H. C. Nutting Company 
HNTB 
Jacobs 
L. Robert Kimball & Associates 
LJB Inc. 
Madison Coal & Supply Company 
McTech Corporation 
Michael Baker Corp. 
MS Consultants Inc. 
Palmer Engineering Co. 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
Photo Science Inc. 
Potesta & Associates Inc. 
Prime Engineering & Architecture Inc. 
REIC Laboratory 
Strand Associates Inc. 
Terraine Inc. 
Tetra Tech 
The Mason & Hanger Group Inc. 
The Peck Group Inc. 
TMG Services 
Triad Engineering Inc. 
Woolpert Inc. 
  

NEWSLETTER OF THE HUNTINGTON POST, S.A.M.E. 

www.sa me .o rg / h u n t i n g to n  

Soc ie ty  o f  A mer i c a n  M i l i t a r y  Eng inee r s ,  Hun t ing t on  Pos t   

September 2008 

Does your firm have a special announcement or major promotion on a SAME member?  
If so, contact Tom MacFarland, thomas.g.macfarland@usace.army.mil or (304) 399-5369, and he will 
include it in the next edition of “THE BRIDGE”. 
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News from the President: 
SAME Team, 
 
Thank you and congratulations to everyone who had a part in the 
planning and execution of last month's regional conference.  I have 
received a significant amount of praise and positive feedback from 
nearly everyone who was in attendance.  You should be proud of your 
efforts.  I would like to single out the tremendous leadership of our co-
chairs, Dave Meadows and Mack McCarty.  Both invested a significant amount of time and their efforts were 
instrumental throughout.  
 
To all our sponsors and exhibitors, thank you for your participation. Because of your support, each event within 

the three day program was first class.   
Our technical sessions were superb, top-notch speakers on various 
"managing risk" topics which invited further dialogue within our 
professions.  Dr. Ed Link's and Ms. Karen Durham-Aguilera's sessions were 
very informative and relative.  The Hurricane Protection System in New 
Orleans performed well against Hurricane Gustav last week, its first major 
test since Katrina three years ago. 
Most all of the net proceeds from the conference will go towards the Post's 
Scholarship and mentor fund.  Investment in our future engineers leaves a 

legacy we all can be proud of.  
 
Thank you again, and see you at our monthly meeting.  
 
  
 
Dana R. Hurst 
Colonel, U.S. Army 
Post President 

HUNTINGTON POST, S.A.M.E. BOARD 2008 
 
Ohio Regional VP  Mr. Ernie Drott  (513) 684-3034  Ernest.A.Drott@usace.army.mil 
President   Col. Dana Hurst  (304) 399-5395  dana.r.hurst.col@usace.army.mil 
Vice President  Mr. Ralph Norman  (510) 595-7912  ralph.norman@jacobs.com 
Treasurer   Ms. Sandra King  (304) 399-5620  sandra.m.king@usace.army.mil 
Secretary   Mr. Tom MacFarland (304) 399-5369  thomas.g.macfarland@usace.army.mil 
Asst. Secretary  Mr. Tim Lilly  (800) 999-0105  tlilly@reiclabs.com 
Sgt. at Arms  Mr. Gary Fitzwater  (304) 399-5933  gary.m.fitzwater@usace.army.mil 
Publicity   Ms. Nadine Plumley  (304) 399-6915  nadine.plumley@usace.army.mil 
Membership  Ms. Cheryl Brunty  (304) 399-5006  cheryl.d.brunty@usace.army.mil 
Chaplain   Mr. Ron Eastham  (740) 867-8369  reastham@eastham-assoc.com 
Young Members Chair Mr. Brian Ball  (304) 399-5345  brian.w.ball@lrh01.usace.army.mil 
Director   Mr. Charles Straley  (510) 595-7912  c.straley@gaiconsultants.com 
Director    Mr. Earnest “Mack” McCarty (304) 755-0721  mmccarty@triadeng.com 
Director    Mr. Dan Bailey (Ex-officio) (304) 399-5824 daniel.s.bailey@usace.army.mil 
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This Month’s Presentation: 
 

Mission to Nicaragua 

 
Rodney will give a presentation on his July 2007 and August 2008 trips to 
Nicaragua to assist in a medical mission and to help clean up one town’s 
contaminated water supply.  During the August 2008 trip Rodney assisted the WVU 
Engineers Without Borders (EWB) Student Chapter on their first trip to Nicaragua.  
His presentation will also include an overview of Nicaragua culture, economy, and 
future engineering projects for the WVU-EWB Student Chapter. 

 
This Month’s Speaker: 
Rodney Holbert 
 
Rodney Holbert is a lifetime resident of West Virginia.  Rodney is a graduate of West Virginia Institute of 
Technology with a degree in Civil Engineer and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from West 
Virginia University.  He is the current Office Director for Burgess & Niple, Inc. in Parkersburg, West Virginia.  
Burgess & Niple is a multi-disciplined engineering and architectural firm with 15 offices located throughout the 
United States.  Rodney has been a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers since 1983 and served as 
President of the West Virginia ASCE Section.  He recently became a member of Engineers Without Borders, an 
organization devoted to providing engineering assistance to developing countries to improve their quality of 
life.   
 

Rodney is a registered Professional Engineer in West Virginia, Ohio, Virginia, and Oregon and Professional 
Surveyor in West Virginia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The SOCIETY OF 
AMERICAN 
MILITARY ENGINEERS 
HUNTINGTON POST 
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Event Exceeds Expectations: 
 
2008 Ohio Valley and Great Lakes Regional Conference 
 
It was our pleasure to have you join us for the 2008 Ohio Valley and 
Great Lakes Regional Conference of the Society of American Military 
Engineers, held August 26 - 28, 2008, at the Big Sandy Superstore 
Arena/Conference Center and the Pullman Plaza Hotel in beautiful 
downtown Huntington, West Virginia.  This year’s Annual Conference 
was hosted by the Huntington Post. 

 
The conference kicked off 
Tuesday evening with a fun night of casino activities and entertainment 
by the band “Big Planet Soul”.  Conference attendance exceeded 300 
technical registrants.  The conference theme of “Managing Risk” 
included four tracks covering General Risk, MILCON, Dams & Levees 
and a Young Members track. 
 
If you were unable to attend the conference, you missed an outstanding 

event.  The technical tracks provided an excellent opportunity to expand one's knowledge and depth of 
understanding on a variety of subjects and networking opportunities were plentiful.  SAME continues to provide 
excellent opportunities for government, military and private industry to meet and share information.  Many of 
our exhibitor’s expressed appreciation for the great attendance by Huntington District employees stating that 
“these are the people we are here to meet and talk to”.  The excitement from participants has far exceeded our 
already high expectations. 
 

Appreciation is again extended to the regional conference co-chairs Dave 
Meadows (USACE-CELRH-EC-W) and Mack McCarty (Triad 
Engineering, Inc.), to the regional conference planning committee, to our 
sustaining members for their continued support, to our many conference 
exhibitors and to the Huntington District for supporting the conference 
with outstanding participation and attendance. 
 
The success of the conference will contribute to the endeavors of the 
Huntington Post far into the future.  The many scholarships, engineering 

camps, engineering career day, engineering academy of excellence and other events will continue to benefit 
from the efforts of the Huntington Post. 
 
We greatly appreciate and look forward to your continued support.    Again thanks to our sustaining members 
for their support and participation with the conference and on the regional conference committee; this could not 
have happened without you.  
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Sustaining Member of the Month 
 
 

The Mason & Hanger Group Inc. 

The Mason & Hanger Group Inc., with an office in Lexington Kentucky, is a member of the Day & 
Zimmermann family of companies. The Day & Zimmermann Group, Inc. is a leading global provider of 
diversified professional, technical and personnel services encompassing the full range of consulting, 
engineering, construction, maintenance and validation services; technical staffing; munitions 
production, logistics and disposal; facilities management; and security services. One of the world's 
largest and most successful privately held, family-owned and operated businesses, Day & 
Zimmermann was named the national family business of the year in 1998. Founded in 1901 and 
headquartered in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the company is ranked 108 in Forbes magazine's listing 
of the top 500 private companies 

The Mason & Hanger Group is a full-discipline architectural / engineering / construction firm dedicated 
to providing services that not only meet our clients' expectations, but exceed those expectations. 

MHG's history dates back to 1827, from which we continue a long and distinguished tradition that 
embodies stability and long-term reliability. 

Responsible for many of the landmark public-works projects of the 20th century, Mason & Hanger 
developed the cutting-edge technology and construction techniques necessary for the design and 
construction of such historical milestones as the Grand Coulee Dam and the Lincoln, Boston, 
Brooklyn-Battery and New York City Subway tunnels. 

Entering the 21st century, we continue this tradition of cutting-edge technology by designing and 
constructing facilities with some of the most high-tech, multi-media systems available. 

 

300 West Vine Street, Suite 1300, Lexington, KY 40507-1814 
859-252-9980 / FAX 859-389-8870 

www.mhgrp.com  


